Syllabus for 21 Things4students:

Goal:  The goal of the 21things4students project is to raise Michigan students’ technology proficiency by providing cost-effective resources to their classrooms and that also gives local districts a more authentic means for state reporting of 8th grade technology proficiency.

Aligned to Standards:  The purpose of the 21things for the 21st Student (21 Things4Students.net) web resource is to provide “Just in Time” training through an online interface based on the National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS-S) and Michigan Educational Technology Standards for Students (METS-S) at grade levels 6-8 and/or 9-12.  These standards are the basis technology skills every student should possess.

Project-based:  The 21things4students is a performance-based assessment tool.  The REMC Instructional Technology Specialists from across the state that developed the 8th grade technology literacy multiple-choice test for Michigan has been planning to move toward providing a more summative assessment.  Districts may use this course for compliance with the Michigan Technology plan and state reporting of 8th grade technology proficiency.  

Online Learning:  Student participants will complete 21 online lessons within a virtual or hybrid classroom to learn basic technology skills using a variety of web tools.  Each lesson, or “thing”, includes a “how to” video hands-on activities, ties to the NETS –S and METS-S standards, and an overview of how this tool can be used.  Participants will demonstrate proficiency in each of the 21things by creating an end-product, or a Digital Portfolio based on the NETS-S standards.
Keyboarding Skills- Students will be taught the proper posture and finger placement for keyboarding.  Each student will be assessed in the proper procedures for keyboarding in order to be better prepared for their high school experiences.  We will use a rubric designed by the high school keyboarding teacher to help the student to become better keyboarders.  Keyboarding will be assessed on a weekly basis.

Mavis- A keyboarding program named Mavis will be used for keyboarding skills in order to better their keyboarding skills in the correct way.

Word Processing- When there is extra time we will be working with Microsoft word processing, keyboarding and Microsoft applications.
All students must sign an Acceptable Use Policy contract that needs to be turned in to your computer teacher and kept on file in the office.

